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ASTM looks for close collaboration 
− Based on strong relationships with National 

Standards Bodies 
− 88 individual Memorandums of Understanding 

(MoU) and 4 regional agreements 
 

− In the process, ASTM finds both public and 
private partnerships for the development of 
high quality standards and global relevance 
− Focus is on science and technology 
 

− ASTM standards are referenced by 
governments around the world for their high 
market relevance 
− No ASTM standard has been ever been citied 

by the World Trade Organization as a Technical 
Barrier to Trade 

Collaboration with Governments 

1,100 
More than 1,100 
ASTM members 
come from int’l 
governments 
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Available to all Public and Private 
Standards’ Users 
− Referenced in Regulations 
− Normative Reference 
− Code Reference 

 

Available Only to MoU Partners 
− Identical Adoption 
− Equivalent Adoption 
− Used as the Basis of a National 

Standard or Consulted  
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Six Ways to Adopt and Reference ASTM 

Simple Ways 
to Adopt or 
Reference 
ASTM 
International 
Standards 

Referenced in 
Regulation 

Used as the 
Basis of 
National 
Standard or 
Consulted 

Equivalent 
Adoption (with 
deviations) 

Normative 
Reference 

Code 
Reference 

Identical 
Adoption 
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ASTM International standard is called out, either in 
whole or in part, in a regulation, law, decree, rule, 
act, directive, order, edict, etc. (i.e. any official 
government document other than a National 
Standard)  The content of the ASTM standard, either 
in whole or in part, is intended to be used as an 
additional requirement of the new regulation 
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Uses of ASTM International Standards 

Referenced in Regulation 

6,525 
ASTM standards have 
been adopted, used as  
a reference, or used 
as the basis of national 
standards outside  
the USA 
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Current MoU Partners 

ASIA EUROPE SOUTH AMERICA CARIBBEAN MIDDLE EAST & 
NORTH AFRICA

EASTERN, 
WESTERN & 

CENTRAL AFRICA
SOUTHERN AFRICA

AFGHANISTAN ALBANIA* BOLIVIA ANTIGUA AND 
BARBUDA BAHRAIN CAMEROON BOTSWANA

BHUTAN BOSNIA CHILE BELIZE EGYPT
DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF 

CONGO
MALAWI

BRUNEI 
DARUSSALAM BULGARIA COLOMBIA CROSQ GCC (GULF 

STATES) ETHIOPIA MAURITIUS

CHINA CROATIA COSTA RICA DOMINICA IRAQ GHANA SEYCHELLES

INDONESIA KAZAKHSTAN ECUADOR DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC ISRAEL KENYA

SOUTHERN AFRICA 
DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION

KOREA KOSOVO EL SALVADOR GRENADA JORDAN MOZAMBIQUE SOUTH AFRICA
MALAYSIA MOLDOVA GUATEMALA GUYANA KUWAIT NIGERIA SWAZILAND
MONGOLIA ROMANIA* HONDURAS HAITI MOROCCO RWANDA ZAMBIA

NEPAL RUSSIA NICARAGUA JAMAICA OMAN SIERRA LEONE ZIMBABWE
PAKISTAN SERBIA PANAMA ST. LUCIA PALESTINE TANZANIA

PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA PERU

ST. VINCENT 
AND THE 

GRENADINES
QATAR UGANDA

PHILIPPINES SURINAM TRINIDAD & 
TOBAGO SAUDI ARABIA

SINGAPORE URUGUAY TUNISIA

SRI LANKA TURKEY

TAIWAN U.A.E.
VIETNAM YEMEN

* Former MOU Partner
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Global Membership 
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Referenced in Regulation 
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ASTM International standard (title only) is called out 
in the text of National Standard and its title also 
appears in the “Referenced Documents” section of 
the National Standard.  The content of the ASTM 
standard, either in whole or in part, is intended to be 
used as an additional requirement of the new 
National Standard 
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Uses of ASTM International Standards 

Normative Reference 

7 
ASTM International 
complies with all 7 
principles of  an 
International Standards 
Developer as defined by 
the WTO 
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Normative Reference 
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A code consists of requirements and referenced 
standards that a jurisdiction or authority enforces 
through legislation, statutes, contracts etc. A 
jurisdiction or authority can adopt a model code 
without changing it, modify part of the code, or 
develop its own code. Examples of such codes 
include the International Building Code of the 
International Code Council (ICC) or the Boiler and 
Pressure Vessel Code of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers (ASME).  
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Uses of ASTM International Standards 

Code Reference 

450 
More than 450 ASTM 
standards are 
referenced in the 
International Building 
Code 
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Benefits of Direct Reference 

− Minimizes duplication and conflicting 
guidance in industry 

− Able to stay current with most up-to-date 
technology generated by industry experts 
around the world 

− Reduces development time for new 
regulations and eliminate costs associated 
with developing new country specific 
regulations 
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ASTM 

− Provides a full collection of ASTM 
standards as a resource 

− Offers membership to technical 
experts at no charge 

− Offers training programs to industry 
and government  

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

− Enables view only access to ASTM 
standards through a link in the 
Information Center 

− Provides an annual report 
− Can adopt or use ASTM 

International standards to develop 
national standards 

Signatory 
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Adopted as an Identical Standard 
− ASTM International standard is 

considered, in its entirety, to be the 
National Standard recognized by the 
National Standards Body 
 

Adopted as an Equivalent Standard 
− ASTM International standard is 

considered, with limited deviation, to be 
the National Standard recognized by the 
National Standards Body 
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Additional Uses of ASTM International 
Standards for MoU Countries 

NOTE:  Refer to each individual MoU agreement for specific 
requirements 

“ASTM standards help 
us develop our national 
standards and are 
deeply utilized in 
industries such as 
construction, petroleum 
products and medical 
equipment.” 
STAMEQ, Vietnam 
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Identical National Adoption of an 
ASTM standard 
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Equivalent National Adoption of an ASTM 
standard 
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Requirements for Adoptions 

To provide ASTM written notice of the ASTM Standards it plans to adopt and will obtain 
written approval from ASTM prior to such adoption; 
To publish its adoptions (derivative works) of ASTM Standards without, as much as possible, 
change to the original and agrees to maintain the integrity of the ASTM Standards; 
Not to assign or transfer any rights it may have in its Adoptions, and not to submit or provide 
ASTM standards or its Adoptions to any other standards body(s) or organizations (whether 
national, international or other) for use, review or approval, without the prior written consent 
of ASTM International’s President; 
To provide ASTM International with electronic files of the Adoptions; 
To provide recognition:  “This National Standard is identical to ASTM XXXX-XX, Title, 
Copyright ASTM International, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, PA 19428, USA.  
Published and reprinted pursuant to license agreement with ASTM International”; 
To acknowledge and agree that the adoption, enactment, reference, or incorporation of any 
of the ASTM Standards by any government or agency, including the national standards body, 
has not and will not effect, transfer, modify or alter the copyrights of the ASTM Standards in 
any way; 
To provide ASTM with a complete list of its adopted ASTM Standards in the Annual Report to 
ASTM or upon request. 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Refer to each individual MoU for specific requirements 
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Used as the Basis of a National Standard 
− ASTM International standard is reviewed by 

national technical experts during the 
development process and used as the basis of 
a new National Standard for the National 
Standards Body. 
 

Consulted 
− ASTM document is reviewed by national 

technical experts during the development 
process of a new National Standard for the 
National Standards Body  

18 

Additional Uses of ASTM International 
Standards for MoU Countries 

 
Caution:  Although 
these two methods 
are authorized under 
the terms of the 
MoU, technical 
information used in 
this manner may 
quickly become 
outdated. 
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As the Basis of a National Standard 

This national standard is 
based on ASTM C969… 
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The MoU Annual Report 

Due each year on the 
Anniversary date of the MoU 
signing 
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One Final Note 

Business Annex to MoU (Commercial Agreement) 
 
−Separate agreement that typically allows for sales of non-

adopted ASTM standards and other publications, as well as 
defines their format 

−May define terms for distributing adopted standards  
−Terms are usually for a two year period 
−Royalties due either quarterly or annually, depending on 

the agreement 
−Not all ASTM MoU’s include this Annex 
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Conclusions 

−Regulations should use the best technical guidance 
regardless of the “brand” of standard 

−MoU nations are authorized to use ASTM International 
standards (with appropriate permission and attribution) if 
they meet the needs of the end users 

−Multiple paths exist to facilitate the use of ASTM 
information in your respective countries 

−The use of high quality, universally accepted standards is a 
benefit to industry, regulators and patrons 
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Thank you 
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